
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
7500 Security Boulevard, Mail Stop S2-26-12 
Baltimore, Maryland 21244-1850 
 
Center for Medicaid and State Operations 
           SHO #02-003 
       June 5, 2002 
 
Dear State Health Official: 
 
The purpose of this letter is to notify you of the upcoming study of the implementation of the 
Breast and Cervical Cancer Prevention and Treatment Act (BCCPTA) of 2000.  We also want to 
notify you of a joint conference sponsored by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) and Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) regarding the Breast and Cervical 
Cancer Prevention and Treatment Medicaid Option.   
 
As we communicated to you in previous correspondence, the BCCPTA of 2000, effective  
October 1, 2000, allows states to provide Medicaid eligibility to a new group of individuals 
previously not eligible under the program.  The new option allows states to provide full Medicaid 
benefits to uninsured women under age 65 who are identified through CDC’s National Breast 
and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program (NBCCEDP) and are in need of treatment for 
breast or cervical cancer, including pre-cancerous conditions and early stage cancer.  The 
BCCPTA also allows states to extend presumptive eligibility to applicants in order to ensure that 
needed treatment begins as early as possible.  To date, 39 states have received approval to 
implement the expanded Medicaid eligibility option.   

Although not all state Medicaid programs have elected this option, important questions remain 
regarding each state’s decision process and the impact those decisions have had on improved 
access to treatment for women with breast or cervical cancer.  Such questions have important 
policy implications for Federal and state policy makers.  To obtain answers to these and other 
questions, CDC and CMS have engaged The George Washington University (GWU), Center for 
Health Services Research and Policy to conduct a study of Medicaid agencies and CDC Title XV 
Grantees efforts in implementing the provisions of the BCCPTA.  Enclosed is a one-page 
description of the study. 
 
The purpose of the study is to describe and understand states’ implementation efforts from both 
Medicaid agency and Title XV agency perspectives.  It is important to evaluate the effectiveness 
of the BCCPTA in achieving its central policy objective, namely, improving the ability of 
uninsured women with breast or cervical cancer to secure earlier and better care and 
management.  This will be a multi-phased study.  Initially, the study will include case studies of 
the following 6 states: Alaska, Alabama, Iowa, New Hampshire, Utah, and West Virginia.  As 
GWU progresses with the study, 10 additional states will be added to the case studies.  Within 
the next several weeks, a researcher from GWU may be contacting you and your staff.  We look 
forward to working with you to meet our shared goals. 



Page 2 – State Health Official 
 
 
Successful implementation of the new benefit requires a coordinated effort between state 
Medicaid and public health agencies.  To that end, CDC and CMS will host a joint conference in 
Atlanta, Georgia, in mid-October this year for state Medicaid officials and CDC Breast and 
Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program Grantees to discuss crosscutting issues that impact the 
successful implementation and ongoing coverage of the new Medicaid treatment option.  CMS 
will pay for one person from your state Medicaid agency to attend the conference.  Other 
individuals may attend the conference at the cost of the state.  Additional information regarding 
the conference will be forthcoming as our plans progress. 
 
Enclosed is a BCCPT State Contact List that may be useful in facilitating your state’s attendance 
at the conference.  The individual listed as your state’s contact is the individual we have been 
assisting during your state’s pre-implementation efforts.  If this is not the correct individual or 
the one who will be representing your state at the joint conference, please provide us with the 
correct information.  If your state has not elected the new Medicaid option, we also extend an 
invitation for your state to be represented at the joint conference.  Contact information may be 
provided to Marge Sciulli at msciulli@cms.hhs.gov or at (410) 786-0691.  We are looking 
forward to a productive meeting as we bring these programs together for the first time in a 
national forum.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
       /s/ 

 
Dennis G. Smith 
Director 

 
Enclosures 
 
cc: 
 
CMS Regional Administrators 
 
CMS Associate Regional Administrators 
   for Medicaid and State Operations 
 
Lee Partridge 
Director, Health Policy Unit 
American Public Human Services Association 
 
Joy Wilson 
Director Health Committee 
National Conference of State Legislatures 
 

mailto:msciulli@cms.hhs.gov
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Matt Salo 
Director of Health Legislation  
National Governors Association 
 
Brent Ewig 
Senior Director, Policy Access 
Association of State and Territorial Health Officials 
 
Margaret Brome 
Public Health Advisor 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
 
Cindy French 
Public Health Advisor 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
 
Don Shriber 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
State Chronic Disease Directors 
 
Heather Mizeru 
Director of State Affairs 
National Association of Community Health Centers, Inc. 
 
Trudi Matthews 
Senior Health Policy Analyst 
Council of State Governments 
 
Jim Frogue 
Acting Director, Health and Human Services Task Force 
American Legislative Exchange Council 
 
Dave Baldridge 
Executive Director 
National Indian Council on Aging 
 
Yvette Joseph-Fox 
Executive Director 
National Indian Health Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 4 – State Health Officials  
 
Jacqueline L. Johnson 
Executive Director 
National Congress of American Indians 
 
Jack Jackson 
Government Affairs Director 
National Congress of American Indians 
 
Beverly Russell 
Executive Director 
National Council on Urban Indian Health 
 
Dr. Michael H. Trujillo, MD, MPH, MS 
Director, Indian Health Service 
 
Sarah Hicks 
National Congress of American Indians 
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CENTER FOR HEALTH SERVICES RESEARCH & POLICY 

State Implementation of the Breast and Cervical Cancer Prevention and Treatment Act of 2000  
 
On October 24, 2000, the Breast and Cervical Cancer Prevention and Treatment Act of 2000 (BCCPTA) 
was signed into law. This law established a new state coverage option under Medicaid that permits states 
to extend Medicaid to uninsured woman under 65 who was screened and diagnosed with breast and or 
cervical cancer through the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program (NBCCEDP) 
funded by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The creation of this coverage option is 
groundbreaking as an effort to use population-wide public health screening programs as pathways for 
publicly funded health insurance. Because state implementation of the new law is in an early stage, little 
is known about states’ experiences in adopting this new Medicaid coverage and how women’s access to 
breast and cervical cancer treatment might be affected or improved. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid services (CMS formerly HCFA) and CDC have engaged the 
GWU Center for Health Services Research and Policy to conduct an 18-month study to assess initial 
implementation of BCCPTA by the states.  The broad goal is to evaluate the effectiveness of the 
BCCPTA in improving the ability of uninsured women with breast or cervical cancer to secure insurance 
and thereby secure earlier and better treatment. 
 
The first stage of this study will describe implementation efforts in selected states to understand: (1) how 
states are taking advantage of this new Medicaid option; (2) how state Medicaid agencies and Title XV 
grantees (i.e., entities responsible for administering the NBCCEDP) are collaborating on implementation; 
(3) whether and how the BCCTPA implementation is affecting the operation of NBCCEDPs; and (4) 
whether access to treatment through Medicaid has been expanded for uninsured women.   
 
Within the next few months, we will conduct the first six case studies.  This will primarily involve 
interviews with a range of stakeholders including state Medicaid officials, Title XV grantees, and 
representatives from provider and community organizations. Several key issues will guide the interviews 
and analysis including: (1) the screening options that have been chosen in the states and why; (2) the key 
challenges encountered in implementation; (3) the factors facilitating collaboration between the state 
Medicaid agencies and Title XV grantees; (4) whether existing NBCCEDP programs have been affected 
and why; and (5) the implications of the BCCPTA as implemented for future linkages between prevention 
programs and publicly-funded insurance. 
 
A landmark study, the results will provide early information and insights regarding how states can and are 
pursuing various strategies to implement the BCCPTA.   It also will point to further areas of examination 
for the assessment of: (1) whether using prevention programs as a pathway for insurance coverage is an 
effective way to promote access to care; and (2) how this new law is affecting women’s access to 
screening and treatment of breast and cervical cancer. 
 
Principal Investigator: Kathleen A. Maloy, JD, PhD, Project Researchers: Sarah Blake, MA, Kyle Anne 
Kenney, MPH, Julie Darnell, MHSA, Michelle Proser. 
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CT Jocelynne Watrous  
(860) 424-5396 
jocelyne.watrous@po.state.ct.us 
 

ME Barbara Feltes  
(207) 287-5088 
Barbara.feltes@state.me.us 
 

MA Jean Sullivan  
(617) 210-5670 
jsullivan@nt.dma.state.mas.us 
 

NH Diane Peterson 
(603) 271-4367 
dpetersn@dhhs.state.nh.us 
 
Margaret Murphy   
(603) 271-4886 
 

RI Frank Spinelli  
(401) 462-1869  
fspinell@gw.dhs.state.ri.us 
 

VT Samantha Haley 
(802) 241-3984 
samantha@wpgate1.ahs.state.vt.us 
or 
Susan Drapp  
(802) 241-4409 
 

NJ Deborah Bradley. 
(609) 588-2600 
dcbradley@dhs.state.nj.us 
 

NY  
 

PR Wm. Gonzalez 
(787) 250-7429 
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VI 
Priscilla Berry-Quetel 
(340) 774-4918 
prisrene@viaccess.net 
 

DE Sharon L. Summers 
(302) 577-4880 Ext. 141 
ssummers@state.de.us  
 

DC LaRah Payne 
(202) 442-9116 
larah.payne@dc.gov 
 

MD Cora Chua  
(410) 767-1464 
chuac@dhmh.state.md.us 
 

PA Cathy Bankes 
(717) 772-6341 
cbankes@state.pa.us  
 

VA Cindy Olson 
(804) 225-4282 
colson@dmas.state.va.us 
 

WV Randy Myers 
(304) 558-5974 
Randymyers@wvdhr.org 
 

AL 
 

Gretel Felton 
(334) 242-1720 
gfelton@medicaid.state.al.us 
 

NC Barbara Brooks 
(919) 857-4142 
Barbara.Brooks@ncmail.net 
 

SC Bunny Jones 
(803) 898-2502 
jonesb@dhhs.state.sc.us 
 

FL Karen Jackson 
(850) 922-7314 
 

GA Carolyn Ferrell 
(404) 651-9961 
 

KT  
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MS  
 

TN  
 

IL John Rupcich 
(217) 557-7158 
034@mail.idpa.state.il.us 
 

IN Kristy Bredemeier 
(317) 233-9668 
BredemeierKE@fssa.state.in.us 
 

MI  
 

MN 
 
 

 

OH Andy Jones (Ms.) 
(614) 995-5298 
jonesa03@odjf.state.oh.us 
 

WI  
 

AR Joie Wallace 
(501) 682-5424 
Joie.wallis@Medicaidstate.ar.us 
 

LA Sandra Victor 
(225) 342-0941 
 

NM Georgia Cleverley 
(505) 827-3106 
 

OK  
 

TX  
 

IA Mike Baldwin 
 (515) 281-5586 
 

KS Jeanine Schieferecke 
 

MO Charles Bentley 
(573)-751-3507 
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NE George Kahlandt 
  

CO Diana Maiden 
(303) 866-2823 
diana.maiden@state.co.us 
 

MT Kathy Quittenton (Eligibility) 
(406) 444-9022 
 
John Chappuis (Data) 
(406) 444-4084 
 
Sue Miller- 406-444-3624 
 

ND Marella Krein 
(701) 328-2321 
 

SD Rick LaBrie 
(605) 773-3495 
rick.labrie@state.sd.us 
 

UT Jackie Stokes 
(801) 538-6418 
 

WY Maureen Yaksic 
(307) 777-6034 

AS Niuatoa A. (Andy) Puletasi 
011-(684) 633-4590 
apuletasi@lbj.peacesat.hawaii.edu 
 
 

AZ Lynn Dunton 
(602) 417-4447 
lrdunton@ahcccs.state.az.us 

CA Marlene Ratner 
(916) 657-0710 
mratner@dhs.ca.gov 
 

GU  
HI Aileen Hiramatsu 

(808) 692-8050 
Ahiramatsu@medicaid.dhs.state.hi.us 
 

NV Vicki Kemp 
(775) 684-0624 
Vkemp@govmail.state.nv.us 
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AK Nancy Weller 
(907) 465-5825 
nancy_weller@health.state.ak.us 
 

ID Pam Mason   
(208) 364-1890 
masonp@idhw.state.id.us 
 

OR Jeanne Bacot 
(503) 945-5916 
jeanne.m.bacot@state.or.us 
 

WA Judy Maginnis, Lead Worker 
(360) 725-1320 
maginja@dshs.wa.gov 
 

Palau1 NA 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Palau does not have a Medicaid Program 
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